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Mister Chairman, members of the committee; for the record, my name is Tracy Niclsen. |
am the Executive Director of the Rimrock Opera Company in Billings. [ am testifying on
behalf of grant #1282, We are requosting fimding for operational support for 2 world-
class main stage opera performances a year with 1850+ in attendance.

This grant fimding also cncompasses our cducational outreach arm that in the last ycar
reached over 10,000+ students all over Montana with a non-smoking message delivered

in a humorously dramatic form, all the while bringing hlgh performance art to students
that would possibly never have the opdpoﬁruty to cxpericnce opera. It has been so WL‘H
received that we are producmg our 3

: and 4 phases thls year ‘widening our reach to

Our educational outrcag,h mdudes a group caﬂa,d I'ron Met to Broadway which is a small
scale tour that smgs everything from the Met to Broadway tunes. During every 1 mam
stage opera we invite students fora scﬁeoi show at ABT where ihcy seo the dress
rehearsal of the first act of the ope a. ‘ ;

lerock Opera Chorus for. LLds or ROCK began in 2004 and now spans ages 7- 18 in 3
B choirs with 85 members :

‘ ‘Aﬂ of these e}cmc:ats havea s;g; ificant pﬂce tag and unfortunately foﬁnda‘zm grants
cover only a small portmn of our overall programming. We have tremendous support in’
our city not only in the form of in-kind sponsorship fiom businesses but also from Iocal
foundations and donors matching dollar for dollar to fund our ever expandmg
productions. Montana Cultural Trust grants have given us the ability o extend into rufa}
areas of the state with our school tour and to increase our ROCK choirs from 35 students
in 2004 to 85 at the present and our summer kids® camp from 32 to 75 kids in the summer
of 2006. We have also been able to brmg in bigger star power to our main stage
~ productions t’fumgb ﬁmdmg giving the opportumity for patrons 10 experience

international opera singers in Billings. With limited ﬁmdmg, We‘ . will have to iook
senously at the possﬁnhty of cuﬁ:mg some of these programs ’ :

Gn ap “soaai note, my family and I are Montanans b uy ﬁcﬁi‘{ and choice. Wx, mov;d from
Spokane, WA 5 years ago to Billings. My husband, Radiology PA at Bﬂhngs Clinic, and
Iareliken naﬂy other professionals looking to relacate to Montana. Schools, the cconony,
cultural arts and entertainment were high on our priority list when looking for a possible
‘city. Because of the many varied cultural opportunitics we felt motre comfortable loaving
behind a la:rger metropohtan area when we knew that our family ‘would have the same if
Dot better cultural experiences. We attended a RO pnrformancc of Carmen 3 weeks after
moving to Billings and absoluteiy loved it. The singing, acting and sets were professional
and high quahty aad the ticket pﬂccs were fanm.;tzc’ We knew we had made the right
move. e

Ircspcc‘ﬁzﬂy reqm st fhat you recomimend our re quested grant funding in it’s entircty to
contmue bringing operatic productions of the highest quality to residents of Montana.




